
         Monday June 5th Meeting
         Gary Duke    Landscaping and Micro-Climates for Small Yards
 Gary Duke describes what questions should be considered when developing a plan to 
landscape your yard. Sun angles, focal points, creating micro-climates for your special 
needs plants as well as how to plan for maintenance with special emphasis for small yards. 
He will show numerous examples of various yards and gardens to demonstrate his points 
and broaden our thinking to enhance our creativity. Gary has also written a book on this 
topic which people are welcome to buy. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    June 2023 - Volunteering and Field Trips

Our club finally fulfilled our promise to partner with the Conejo Valley Botanic Garden in 
Thousand Oaks to help make their Cacti and Succulent exhibits a special part of the park. At a 
recent board meeting, CCSS created a committee to get this project on track. Donna Pachorek 
(our vice-president) agreed to be the chairperson. The rest of the committee consists of myself, 
Ann Hopkinson, John Martinez, Ryan Ripley and Debbie Doolittle. 

We met at the garden on Tuesday, May 9th along with Marshall Monley, Steve Davis, and Bob 
Butler from the garden to formulate a plan of action.

We decided the first thing to do is a clean-up, so one day a month our clean-up committee, 
Donna, Debbie, and myself will volunteer at the garden Hopefully we will get more volunteers 
when I announce our plan at the June meeting. Clean up will consist of removing plant debris 
where needed, eliminating dead plants, and trimming plants that are not in the best shape. I’m 
excited to be a part of this project.

Our field trip to Xananda Wollard’s in Ventura is scheduled for the morning of June 3. We will see 
how he creates his magnificent pots and see his cactus and succulent collection. After lunch we’ll 
visit Seaside Gardens in Carpenteria. The Gardens have offered us a 10% discount. You must have 
your badge or club card to prove you’re a member to receive the discount. Seaside wants a head 
count so please text Linda @ 805-501-0761 to RSVP.

Everyone is responsible for their own transportation. Car pooling is always fun. Maybe we could all 
stop for lunch somewhere or bring a brown bag lunch for a picnic. We are scheduled to meet at 
Xananda’s house (426 Howard Street, Ventura, CA 93003) at 10 a.m.

I hope everyone takes advantage of this field trip. The more the merrier. We won’t be having a 
meeting before the trip, so I’ll see you there. Ann will be sending out a ‘Reminder Blast’.

If you have any questions, please call me at (805) 501-0761.

Linda Holub

  Field Trip Details!                                     RSVP via text to Linda 805-501-0761

When: Saturday June 3rd 10am
Where: Xananda Wollard’s Pottery in Ventura AM and Seaside Gardens in Carpenteria PM
Transportation: Your own cars.  Carpooling is encouraged.
Addresses: Xananda Wollard - 426 Howard Street, Ventura California 93003 (MEET HERE AT 10:00 AM)

         Seaside Gardens - 3700 Via Real #3050, Carpinteria, California 93013

Bring your CCSS badge or membership card to receive a 10% discount at Seaside Gardens



K. Marshall Monley







Online Articles of Interest - Thank you John Martinez for giving me the article to share

Arizona’s Most Unusual Cacti Have Their Own Fan Club
The Crested Saguaro Society is on a quest to document the Sonoran Desert’s strangest succulents.

BY KERRY WOLFE APRIL 24, 2019 
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/unusual-cactus-club-arizona

Secretive Society Keeps Watch Over Arizona’s Holy Grail of Cactus
Members of the Crested Saguaro Society guard the location of rare specimens in the Sonoran Desert, a task 

made more urgent by population growth.

By Eliza Collins The Wall Street Journal Feb. 10, 2023 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/secretive-society-keeps-watch-over-arizonas-holy-grail-of-cactus-610db79a

PIMA COUNTY, Ariz.—Millions of saguaro cactuses grow in the Sonoran Desert, yet only an estimated one in 

200,000 exhibits the spectacular crown of the crested saguaro. 

Volunteering is necessary to the well being of any club or organization.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society needs volunteers to keep the club going since the club is run exclusively 
through volunteer efforts. Volunteering allows you to connect to the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Community 

and help make a better club for all.

5 personal benefits of volunteering 

                                                                1) Gaining new skills
                                                                2) Making new friends
                                                                3) Mental and physical health and wellbeing
                                                                4) Giving something back
                                                                5) Improving your confidence

Please contact Linda Holub cactuscougar@icloud.com 
or Ann Hopkinson annh.domd@gmail.com to see how fun and easy it is to help.

https://www.wsj.com/news/author/eliza-collins
https://www.wsj.com/articles/he-made-custom-furnitureand-now-he-makes-whiskey-11668616010?mod=article_inline
https://www.library.pima.gov/content/crested-or-cristate-saguaros/
https://www.library.pima.gov/content/crested-or-cristate-saguaros/


What’s Flowering 

K. Marshall Monley
Kumara plicatilis (Aloe plicatilis)

Nancy Akahoshi 
Echinopsis

 Jonathan Zhu
 Astrophytum asterias

 Cheryl Norris
Trichodiadema densum

 John Martinez
 Astrophytum capricorne

 Bryan Chan
 Trichocereus

 Jude La Chance
 Rebutia

 John Martinez Rebutia narvaecensis                  

 Cheryl
 Norris
 Stapelia

 Divina Grover
 Epiphyllum



 Ann Powers
 Ruschia lineolata

 K. Marshall Monley
 Xanthorrhoea australis

 Bryan Chan
Aloe pseudorubroviolacea

 Divina Grover
 Echinocactus coccineus

What’s Flowering

  
  
Wh
at’s 
Flo
wer
ing  

 Glen & Pam Smith
 Lobivia haggeana

 Glen & Pam Smith
 Echinocereus pentalophus

 Bryan Chan
 Euphorbia milii

 Ann Hopkinson
 Lewisia and
 Notocactus                 
uebelmannianus



Plant of the Month 2023
                               Cactus                                                                          Succulent
  February              Astrophytum             Pelargonium & Sarcocaulon
  March                 Parodia (Notocactus)                                             Aloe
  April                    Rebutia                                                             Mesembs
  May                    Miniatures                                                           Miniatures
  June               Melocactus & Discocactus                     Pachypodium
  July                     Epiphytic Cacti                                                     Agave
  August                Variegated                                                            Variegated
  September          Opuntia             Euphorbia
  October               Mammillaria                                             Haworthia
  November           Gymnocalycium                                                    Echeveria

Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.



Congratulations to all our winners from last month! 
The pots and staging were lovely and interesting. 

Please keep them coming every month.

PLANT OF THE MONTH (POM)
May 2023

Cactus - Miniatures 

Novice:
1st Puna bonnieae Susan Krevitt
2nd Mammillaria sp. Jude La Chance
3rd Mammillaria sp. Jude La Chance

Intermediate:
1st Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus Yuen Wong

Advanced:
1st Tephrocactus geometricus Linda Holub
2nd Mammallaria sp. Linda Holub
3rd Frailea densispina Ann Hopkinson

Succulents - Miniatures 

Novice:
1st Haworthia pygmaea Ann Powers
2nd Echeveria colorata Jude La Chance 
3rd Haworthia attenuata Jude La Chance

Intermediate:
1st Crassula tetragona Marquita Ellias

ssp. connivens
Advanced:
1st Dorstenia foetida Ann Hopkinson
2nd Crassula rupestris             Ann Hopkinson

ssp marnieriana
3rd Adromischus marianiae f. herrei Linda Holub

A very good turnout for the May POM display, especially in the Novice class.  
There were 21 Novice, 2 Intermediate, and 14 Advanced for a total of 37 entries. 
The miniature POM category allows for a wide variety of genera which was quite 
evident by the plants brought in.  Congratulations to the winners and thank you to 
all that participated.



 Novice, Intermediate, Advanced 
  May Cactus            

Miniatures

Susan Krevitt
Novice 1st Place
Puna bonnieae

Cheryl Norris
Novice 2nd Place
Rebutia mentosa

Cheryl Norris
Novice 3rd Place
Rebutia marsoneri

Tom Horan
Intermediate 1st Place
Rebuitia heliosa Ann Hopkinson

Advanced 1st Place
Sulcorebutia albida

Linda Holub
Advanced 2nd Place
Mammillaria sp.

Linda Holub
Advanced 1st Place
Tephrocactus geometricus

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 3rd Place
Frailea densispina

Yuen Wong
Intermediatet 1st Place
Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus

Jude La Chance
Novice 2nd Place
Mammillaria 

Jude La Chance
Novice 3rd Place
Mammillaria species



   Novice, Intermediate, Advanced
May Succulents

 Miniatures 

Cheryl Norris
Novice 2nd Place
Titanopsis calcarea

Cheryl Norris
Novice 3rd Place
Faucaria tuberculosa

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 1st Place
Marlothistella stenophylla

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 2nd Place Mesemb
 Delosperma or Stomatium

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 3rd Place
Pleiospilos nelii ‘Royal Flush’

Marquita Ellias
Intermediate 1st Place
Crassula tetragona ssp connivens

Linda Holub
Advanced 3rd Place
Adromischus marianiae f. 
herrei

Ann Powers
Novice 1st Place
Haworthia pygmaea

Jude la Chance
Novice 2nd Place
Echeveria colorata

Jude La Chance
Novice 3rd Place
Haworthia attenuata

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 2nd Place
Crassula rupestris ssp 
marnieriana

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 1st 
Place
Dorstenia foetida



It is very important to to the success of the club that we fill all our club positions!
Please consider volunteering some of your time to help the club.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society is seeking a Treasurer

 Ideally some experience with Quick Books but not mandatory. 
Please contact Linda Holub by phone 805-501-0761 or email cactuscougar@icloud.com.

Refreshments - Thank you! All who attend appreciate the great refreshments!
If your last name starts with J, K, L please bring refreshments to the June Meeting.

We are going back to using the A-Z method for bringing refreshments to the meetings. Each month in this newsletter a letter range 
will be posted. Coffee, water and sodas are provided.

July Meeting - last names starting with M, N                                                                                   



CSSA’s	Special	Invita0on	to	the	2023	Colorado	Springs	Conven0on
To	all	CSSA	Affilate	Cactus	and	Succulent	Socie0es

All	of	the	members	of	the	Colorado	Cactus	and	Succulent	Society	look	forward	to	mee8ng	
many	conven8on	a;endees	from	the	many	CSSA	affiliate	socie8es	on	July	12-16	at	the	

Colorado	Springs	CSSA	Conven8on.		The	incredible	view	of	14,115’	Pikes	Peak	outside	the	
conven8on	hotel	will	inspire	and	refresh,	as	will	the	70-80F	days	and	cool	nights	in	the	low	60’s.

The	line-up	of	speakers	of	par8cular	interest	to	CSSA	members	includes,	Ernst	van	Jaarsfeld,	
Elisabeth	Sarnes	from	Germany,	speaking	for	the	first	8me	at	one	of	our	conven8ons,	Panayo8	
Kelaidis,	and	Stefan	Burger.		All	of	the	speakers’	biographical	informa8on	and	presenta8on	

topics	are	detailed	on	the	CSSA	website,	h;ps://cssaconven8on.com/speakers_2023.html		We	
would	also	encourage	CSSA	affiliate	socie8es	to	sponsor	a	speaker	of	their	choice,	

acknowledging	the	CSSA	affiliates	generous	contribu8ons	at	previous	CSSA	conven8ons.

There	is	so	much	more:		field	trips,	an	enormous	plant	sale,	the	auc8on	and	banquet,	and,	not	
least,	the	opportunity	to	meet	and	have	in	depth	conversa8ons	with	the	speakers	and	your	
fellow	succulent	enthusiasts	from	the	other	affiliate	chapters.		Please	take	a	good	look	at	the	
CSSA	website	for	addi8onal	informa8on	and	I	look	forward	to	mee8ng	each	of	you	in	July.

Rod	Haenni,	Conven8on	Co-Chair
President,	CSSA

https://cssaconvention.com/speakers_2023.html
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NOTE:
This is a great show to enter if it is your first time entering your plants in a show. They have a Novice entry category.

This show also has a large number of vendors selling cactus, succulents and pottery.


