
 
Dudleyas: Our Native Succulents

Dudleya is a genus of soft succulents that had often been overlooked until 
a recent explosion of interest in them by succulent collectors and native 
plant enthusiasts alike. Southern California is their center of geographic 
distribution and a hotspot of their diversity, although they occur as far south 
as the tip of the Baja Peninsula, as far north as Oregon, and as far east as 
the Mojave Desert and Sonoran Desert regions of Nevada and Arizona 
respectively. In this program Dean will share his field observations of a 
variety of different species both south of the border and in several US 
states occupying biomes as diverse as coastal chaparral, low desert, and 
high elevation pine and oak forest woodlands.

Bio: Dean Karras
Dean Karras began collecting and growing cacti from seed as a hobby in 2008. He has 
been a member of the Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society since 2017, where he now 
serves as Vice President, and a member of the San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society 
since 2019, where he now serves on the Board of Directors. Some of his favorite 
succulent genera are: aloe, agave, dudleya, trichocereus, echinocereus, astrophytum, 
and ferocactus. Dean is also partial to mesembs, caudiciforms, and xeric bromeliads, 
although his passion for plants extends far beyond succulents to include organic 
gardening & permaculture practices, natives, edibles, and ethnobotanically significant 
plants. He realized his long-standing dream of owning his own nursery to serve the local 
community when he opened Gnosis Nursery in July of 2020, which he now runs full-time. 
When not busy propagating and selling plants, Dean can be found exploring and 
photographing the Desert Southwest and Baja.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  August 2023
 Hi Members,

I hope you had a great 4th and weren't kept up all night, like I was, with my crazy neighbors shooting off 
firecrackers.

We had an excellent turnout for our June field trip (25 people), and everyone enjoyed the day. Watching 
Xanander making his beautiful pots was fascinating. He said he'd never done a demo before but did a 
great job. He created two gorgeous pots while explaining, in detail, his techniques. Xanander’s 
collection of plants was also a treat; to top it off, he gave everyone who bought his pottery a 10% 
discount.  

Then, it was on to Seaside Gardens, where everyone spread out and walked through the beautiful 
garden leisurely. Some of us found a cute little grotto where we ate our lunches. Like Xanander’s, club 
members received a 10% discount on all plants purchased.

The second fun activity for the month was our involvement in the Thousand Oaks Botanical Garden's 
first clean-up day. Donna Pachorek, John Martinez, Debbie Doolittle, her husband Bob, and Mary Ellen 
Wong participated in what we hope will be the first of many. Beginning in August, we will meet there 
monthly to assist in cleaning up and planting projects. Volunteers are always welcome. The next planting 
and clean-up date will be announced at our August meeting.

Regarding future field trips, we are considering doing home garden tours at two of our member's 
gardens in September. The particulars will be discussed at the August meeting. Also, Cima Dome is in 
the works for next spring.

I’m glad so many of you could take advantage of the free 
tickets to get into the Huntington for the CSSA Show and 
Sale. Twenty members received complimentary tickets. I 
hope you enjoyed the show. 

I, along with other members, attended the CSSA Convention in Colorado Springs. We will took some 
pictures and will have a full report at the August meeting.

I believe that catches everyone up on the summer news. I can't wait to see everyone. When we skip a 
meeting, it seems like it has been forever since we've seen each other. I hope you all have a fabulous 
summer and get to enjoy all the things you’ve planned.

Linda Holub President CCSS



Field Trip June 3, 2023                       Xananda Pottery    



Field Trip June 3, 2023                       Seaside Gardens  
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Volunteering is necessary to the well being of any club or organization.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society needs volunteers to keep the club going since the club is run exclusively 
through volunteer efforts. Volunteering allows you to connect to the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Community 

and help make a better club for all.

5 personal benefits of volunteering 

                                                                1) Gaining new skills
                                                                2) Making new friends
                                                                3) Mental and physical health and wellbeing
                                                                4) Giving something back
                                                                5) Improving your confidence

Please contact Linda Holub cactuscougar@icloud.com 
or Ann Hopkinson annh.domd@gmail.com to see how fun and easy it is to help.

For those who enjoy Podcasts - Enter the world of Plant Poaching - Available on multiple podcast sites

Bad Seeds - A true crime podcast from iHeartPodcasts
Website: https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1119-bad-seeds-112229352/

The biggest black market you’ve never heard of is blooming right under your nose. Whether it’s a 4,000-pound cactus 
shoveled from the Arizona desert or delicate orchids pinched from the tangled jungle of Peru, rare plants are at the center 
of a rapidly growing and lucrative world of crime. Hosted by plant expert Summer Rayne Oakes, Bad Seeds plunges 
straight into it, featuring the buyers, the sellers, the obsessives, and those who came face-to-face with the criminals 
behind an underworld few know exist.



It is very important to to the success of the club that we fill all our club positions!
Please consider volunteering some of your time to help the club.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society is seeking a Treasurer

 Ideally some experience with Quick Books but not mandatory. 
Please contact Linda Holub by phone 805-501-0761 or email cactuscougar@icloud.com.

Refreshments - Thank you! All who attend appreciate the great refreshments!
If your last name starts with M please bring refreshments to the August Meeting.

We are going back to using the A-Z method for bringing refreshments to the meetings. Each month in this newsletter a letter range 
will be posted. Coffee, water and sodas are provided. 

September Meeting - last names starting with N, O, P                                                                                   

  
  Divinia Grover - Echinopsis Flowers - Thank you sharing these beautiful flowers

  Echinopsis is a large genus of cacti nattive to South American. Over100 species
  of colorful vivid flowers. Blooms appear off an on between April and October.

Echinocereus coccineus Echinopsis schickendantzii

Echinopsis huascha
 var. grandiflora
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Plant of the Month 2023
                               Cactus                                                                          Succulent
  February              Astrophytum             Pelargonium & Sarcocaulon
  March                 Parodia (Notocactus)                                             Aloe
  April                    Rebutia                                                             Mesembs
  May                    Miniatures                                                           Miniatures
  June                    Melocactus & Discocactus                                  Pachypodium
  July                     Epiphytic Cacti                                                     Agave
  August             Variegated                                                  Variegated
  September          Opuntia             Euphorbia
  October               Mammillaria                                             Haworthia
  November           Gymnocalycium                                                    Echeveria

Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.



 Congratulations to all our winners from June! 
  Please keep them coming every month.

 Having your beautiful specimens to admire really helps make                    
a great meeting.

CCSS PLANT OF THE MONTH (POM)
June, 2023

Cactus - Melocactus/Discocactus

Novice:
1st Melocactus matanzanus Cheryl Norris
2nd Melocactus oreas Cheryl Norris
3rd Discocactus araneispinus Cheryl Norris

Intermediate:
No entries

Advanced:
1st Melocactus ferreophilus Linda Holub
2nd Melocactus warasii Linda Holub
3rd Melocactus sp. Linda Holub

Succulents - Pachypodium

Novice:
1st Pachypodium lamerei Cheryl Norris
2nd Pachypodium lamerei Cheryl Norris 
3rd Pachypodium lamerei Jonathan Zhu

Intermediate:
No entries

Advanced:
1st Pachypodium rutenbergianum Ann Hopkinson

var. meridionale
2nd Pachypodium brevicaule Ann Hopkinson

x P.densiflorum
3rd Pachypodium succulentum Ann Hopkinson

var. griquense

The POM tables were a little lite for the June competition, especially in the 
Intermediate class.  There were 8 Novice, 0 Intermediate, and 8 Advance entries 
for a total of 16.  Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who 
participated.
POM is one of the educational segments of our club meetings.  The POM mini 
show allows the membership to become better acquainted with the different 
succulent plant genera and how to effectively care for and stage them.  Get 
involved and enter those beloved treasures.



   Novice, Intermediate, Advanced
June Succulents

Pachypodium

A

Cheryl Norris
Novice 1st Place
Pachypodium lamerei

Cheryl Norris
Novice 1st Place
Pachypodium lamerei

  Ann Hopkinson
 1st Place
Pachypodium 
rutenbergianum v.
meridionale

Cheryl Norris
Novice 2nd Place
Pachypodium lamerei

Johathon 
Zhu
Novice 3rd 
Place
Pachypodium 
lamerei

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 2nd Place
Pachypodium
brevicaule x 
densiflorum

Ann Hopkinson
 1st Place
Pachypodium 
succulentum v.griquense



 Novice, Intermediate, Advanced 
  June Cactus            

Melocactus & Discocactus

Cheryl Norris
Novice 2nd Place 
Melocactus oreas

Cheryl Norris
Novice 3rd Place 
Discocactus araneispinus

Cheryl Norris
Novice 1st Place 
Melocactus matanzanus

Lindo Holub
Advanced 3rd Place 
Melocactus sp.

Linda Holub
Novice 2nd Place 
Melocactus warasii Linda Holub

Advanced 1st Place 
Melocactus ferreophilus



CSSA Show and Sale Update

Two members of Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society received ribbons at the recent CSSA Show and 
Sale at Huntington Gardens June 23-25. If I missed anyone, please send me photos and I will include them 
in the next newsletter.

Johnathon Zhu received an Honorable Mention Ribbon for his Abromeitiella brevifolia. 
CONGRATULATIONS!

Ann Hopkinson was lucky to have two of her entries
make it to the trophy table.

Voted best Stapeliad - Petopentia natalensis

Voted best Monadenium - Monadenium ritchiei



CSSA 2023 Colorado Springs Convention
July 2023

Here is a photo of Ann, Donna, Marquita, Linda and friends enjoying the Saturday banquet.

Get Ready for 2025 Convention hosted by LACSS!
It will be in Burbank May 2025


