
January Speaker  - Bryan Chan

Bryan Chan is a collector, hybridizer and most importantly a grower of plants with over 40 years of experience.                          
Starting with vegetables and common landscape plants, then to Bromeliads and some orchids, then to Cactus, 

succulents and some bulbs. He has found many things to grow and satisfy his desires to add to his plant 
collection. Bryan’s talk will touch on various subjects that he considers in growing plants. Through his successes 

and failures, he hopes that his experience will be useful for both beginners and experienced growers.
Bryan will include pictures of Mark Dimmitt’s 2 greenhouses and the Tucson Rock and Mineral main show.                                    

Mark Dimmitt is known for his Tillandsia hybrids that he made in the past and his hybrid Adeniums that he is 
currently creating.

                       Succulent Scoop
   Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society

            CSSA Affiliate
       January 2024                   Volume 9 Number 1

    Mission Statement:
      The Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society encourages the 

study, cultivation, conservation, and  
appreciation of cacti and other succulent plants.

Email: ConejoCSS@hotmail.com  Facebook: Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society  Web: ConejoCSS.com

 Next Meeting    Wednesday January 3rd 
Doors Open at 6:30 Meeting starts at 7:00

                          California Lutheran University - Lundring Events Center



President’s Message January 2024

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society NEW MEETING SCHEDULE for 2024
Starting with January 3, 2024 we will now be meeting on the first Wednesday of every month.

January 3rd
February 7th

March 6th
April 3rd
May 1st
June 5th
July 3rd 

August 7th
September 4th
October 2nd

November 6th
December 4th

NOTE! The last meeting of 2023 will still be on Monday December 4th

	
Dear	Members,	

By	the	/me	you	read	this	the	holidays	will	be	over	and	we	will	be	looking	forward	to	our	first	
Wednesday	night	mee/ng.	I’m	glad	everyone	agreed	on	changing	the	mee/ng	night	from	Monday	to	
Wednesday.	The	benefits	are	already	paying	off	as	you	will	see	during	the	coming	year.	

The	Holiday	party,	enjoyed	by	close	to	60	members,	was	a	FABULOUS	SUCCESS.	The	food	was	
scrump/ous,	the	auc/on	brought	in	over	$600	for	the	club,	and	everyone	appeared	to	have	a	GREAT	
/me.	Thank	you	for	making	it	the	best	one	ever.	

We	have	three	field	trips	planned	for	the	beginning	of	the	year	and	are	working	on	ones	for	the	second	
quarter.	Dates	for	the	trips	we	be	announced	later.	

The	planned	trips	include:

	Kingdom	of	Plants	in	Carpinteria

	Petra	Crist	Rainbow	Nursery	in	Rainbow,	CA

	Cima	Dome	to	see	the	spring	blooms.

I	feel	fortunate	to	have	you	as	club	members,	but	more	importantly—as	friends.

Linda	Holub
President,	CCSS	



Holiday Party 
December 4, 2023

Food, Fun, Friends
and Fantastic 

Plants
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Volunteering is necessary to the well being of any club or organization.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society needs volunteers to keep the club going since the club is run exclusively 
through volunteer efforts. Volunteering allows you to connect to the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Community 

and help make a better club for all.

5 personal benefits of volunteering 

                                                                1) Gaining new skills
                                                                2) Making new friends
                                                                3) Mental and physical health and wellbeing
                                                                4) Giving something back
                                                                5) Improving your confidence

Please contact Linda Holub cactuscougar@icloud.com 
or Ann Hopkinson annh.domd@gmail.com to see how fun and easy it is to help.

Refreshments 2024

January 2024 - members whose last names begin with A and B, please bring refreshments to share 
with the club.

Terry Wilson has been graciously providing the club with coffee every month. Give Terry a big Thank you for her generous contribution.

In every monthly newsletter there will be a posting on who’s turn it is to bring refreshments. We go alphabetically by last name.

Thank you for your participation by bringing in refreshments!



                        

Membership Renewals Due by December 31st - What you need to know

1) If there are no changes to your membership information, you can write a check and mail it 
to: 

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society
530 W. Los Angeles Ave Suite 115-183

Moorpark, CA 93021

2) If you have Name, Address, Email, Phone changes, please fill out a new membership form.
Membership forms will be available at the December Meeting/Holiday Party.

There is a membership form included in this newsletter.

3) If you cannot pay renewal before Dec 31st, please bring it to the January 3rd meeting.

4) Dues have not changed and are as follows and listed on membership form.

          Individual Membership: $25.00
     Family Membership: $30.00

      Student Membership: $20.00

5) Thank you for your continuted support of CCSS.

FREEBIE Table - Etiquette

The freebie table is a popular part of our monthly meetings and we want to continue sharing our cuttings.

We are lucky to have such a nice room for our meetings. We need to endeavor to keep it clean and tidy.

* If you bring plants for the freebie table and no one takes them, PLEASE take them home.

* There is no trash can available for plant material, especially spiny and thorny cuttings.

* Clean your cuttings before bringing them in for the freebie table. Wash off any dirt or dead leaves.

* If we all follow this simple etiquette, the freebie table clean up will not be left to other members.

* Be courteous to others bring in clean plants and take home all the plants you bring. 









Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.

Plant of the Month 2024    

                                               Cactus              Succulent

January      Echinocactus/Ferocactus              Gasteria

February      Columnar Cacti              Aloe

March      Astrophytum                Tylecodon

April      Gymnocalycium              Mesembs

May      Copiapoa              Adenia

June      Eriosyce              Pachypodium

July      Parodia                           Senecio

August                   Mammillaria                                        Euphorbia

September     Variegates             Variegates

October     Echinopsis             Sansevieria

November     Crested/Monstrose                 Crested/Monstrose

December     Favorites                   Favorites



CCSS PLANT OF THE MONTH (POM)
December 2024

Cactus - Favorites

Novice :
1st    Mammillaria microthele Chris Bell
2nd   Cephalocereus senilis                 Jonathan Zhu
3rd    Lophocereus schottii ‘Monstrosus’ Jonathan Zhu

Intermediate:
1st   Mammillaria sp. Ryan Ripley
2nd  Ariocarpus retusus Ryan Ripley
3rd   Echinocereus rigidissimus Ryan Ripley

Advanced:
2nd  Myrtillocactus geometrizans Linda Holub
2nd  Eulychnia castanea Linda Holub
3rd  Opuntia zebrina reticulata ‘Cobra’ Linda Holub

Succulents - Favorites

Novice:
1st   Aloe peglerae Lisa Gailey
2nd  Decarya madagascariensis Susan Krevitt
3rd  Euphorbia caput-medusae Jonathan Zhu

Intermediate:
1st  Unknown      Ryan Ripley
2nd  Dorstenia gigas Ryan Ripley
3rd  Euphorbia sp. Tom Horan

Advanced:
1st  Agave ’Snow Glow’ Linda Holub
2nd Agave ‘Blue Emperor’ Linda Holub
3rd  Euphorbia abdelkuri Linda Holub

I hope everyone who attended the holiday party had a great time. A shoutout to the following members for 
advancing from novice to intermediate POM categories, Gerry Caruso, Lisa Gailey, Susan Krevitt, and Cheryl 
Norris. Job well done.
We had a nice display of your favorite plants at the December holiday POM display. There were 10 Novice, 8 
Intermediate and 6 Advanced entries for a totl of 24 plants entered. Congratulations to all the winners and 
thank you for your participation.

Members are reminded not to take home the Pom entry slips. We need them to track your running total. 
Thank you

POM is one of the educational segments of our club meetings. The POM Mini Show allows members to 
become better acquainted with the different succulent plant genera and how to care for and correctly stage 
them. Get involved and enter your plants!



Novice, Intermediate, Advanced     December Succulents - Favorites

Jonathan Zhu
Novice 3rd Place

Euphorbia caput-medusae
Susan Krevitt
Novice 2nd Place
Decarya madagascariensis

Lisa Gailey
Novice 1st Place

Aloe peglerae

Ryan Ripley
2nd Place 
Intermediate
Dorstenia gigas

Tom Horan
3rd Place 
Intermediate
Euphorbia sp.

Ryan Ripley
1st Place Intermediate
Unknown species

Linda Holub
3rd Place Advanced
Euphorbia abdelkuri

Linda Holub
2nd Place Advanced

Agave ‘ Blue Emperor’

Linda Holub
1st Place Advanced
Agave ‘Snow Globe’



Novice, Intermediate, Advanced    December Cactus - Favorites 

Jonathan Zhu
3rd Place Novice
Lophocereus schottii ‘ Monstrosus’

Jonathan Zhu
2nd Place Novice
Cephalocereus senilis

Chris Bell
1st Place Novice

Mammillaria microthele

Ryan Ripley
3rd Place Intermediate
Echinocereus rigidissimus

Ryan Ripley
2nd Place Intermediate
Ariocarpus retusus

Ryan Ripley
1st Place Intermediate
Mammillaria sp.

Linda Holub
3rd Place Advanced

Opuntia zebrina reticulata ‘Cobra’

Linda Holub
2nd Place Advanced
Eulychnia castanea

Linda Holub
2nd Place Advanced
Myrtillocactus geometrizans






