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    Mission Statement:
      The Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society encourages the 

study, cultivation, conservation, and  
appreciation of cacti and other succulent plants.

Email: ConejoCSS@hotmail.com  Facebook: Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society  Web: ConejoCSS.com

 Next Meeting    Wednesday March 6th 
Doors Open at 6:30 Meeting starts at 7:00

                          California Lutheran University - Lundring Events Center
                               130 Overton Court      Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360

Joe Cahill has a Ph.D. in Botany from UC, Riverside 
and over 30 years of experience working with 
botanic gardens as well as NGOs and corporations 
in the agriculture and horticulture industries.  Dr. 
Cahill has held a leadership position at the Ventura 
Botanical Gardens since 2008 and often teaches as 
an adjunct at local universities.

What's new at Ventura Botanical Gardens!  Overview 
of recent construction projects, expansion of 
collections (especially succulents), recent collection 
expeditions to Chile, and the vision and planning for 
future garden areas.

Joseph Cahill, Ph.D., J.D.
Executive Director Ventura Botanical Gardens
www.venturabotanicalgardens.com
567 Poli Street, Ventura, CA 93001

March Speaker - Joe Cahill Ventura Botanical Gardens



President’s Message March 2024

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society NEW MEETING SCHEDULE for 2024
Starting with January 3, 2024 we will now be meeting on the first Wednesday of every month.

February 7th
March 6th
April 3rd
May 1st
June 5th
July 3rd 

August 7th
September 4th
October 2nd

November 6th
December 4th

President’s	Le,er	March	2024

I	don’t	think	we	could	have	asked	for	a	be6er	field	trip.

On	Wednesday	Feb	21@A	we	took	a	field	trip	to	Joe	Ambriz	‘Kingdom	of	Plants	Nursery’	in	
Carpinteria.	Twenty-nine	members	showed	up,	which	I	believe	it	the	best	turn-out	we’ve	had.

Joe	was	a	wealth	of	knowledge.	Our	first	stop	was	Joe’s	Tillandsia	and	orchid	green	houses.	He	
has	some	amazing	plants	and	took	the	Pme	to	explain	each	one	in	detail	that	a	member	asked	
about.	Then	it	was	on	to	the	cacP	and	succulent	green	houses.	Joe	did	more	talking	and	then	it	
was	Pme	for	us	to	shop.	The	selecPon	and	prices	were	great.	ARer	shopping,	we	ordered	pizzas	
and	had	lunch	in	a	li6le	area	in	the	greenhouse	with	tables	and	chairs	Joe	set	up	for	us.	Jude	
baked	some	tasty	chocolate	chip	cookies	and	didn’t	have	to	worry	about	taking	any	home.		
“Thanks	Jude.”

One	of	the	highlights	for	everyone	was	the	drawing	Joe	arranged.	Joe	wanted	every	member	to	
go	home	with	something,	so	he	counted	the	a6endees,	leR	briefly	and	returned	with	a	cart	full	
of	different	plants.	He	asked	each	of	us	to	put	their	names	on	slips	of	paper	that	went	into	a	
bucket.	Joe	explained	each	plant	in	detail	then	began	drawing	names	from	the	bucket.	All	the	
plants	were	special,	and	everyone	was	excited	to	go	home	with	a	free	plant.	IT	WAS	A	
FABULOUS	DAY.

Lisa	is	in	the	process	of	seXng	up	our	next	field	trip	(hopefully	in	March)	to	Petra	Crist's	
Rainbow	Gardens	Nursery	in	Rainbow,	CA.

Later	in	the	week	the	Board	of	Officers	held	a	meePng,	where	it	was	decided	to	donate	$300	to	
the	CSSA’s	ConservaPon	Fund.	At	our	March	meePng	Ann	Hopkinson	(a	member	of	the	CSSA’s	
conservaPon	commi6ee)	will	give	a	short	talk	on	‘How	our	donaPon	will	work	to	pay	for	the	
commi6ee’s	conservaPons	efforts.’	This	is	a	very	important	issue	and	the	CCSS	fully	supports	the	
CSSA	in	this	ma6er.

I’m	looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	our	March	6Af	meePng.	

Linda	Holub
President	CCSS



Ambriz Kingdom of Plants Carpinteria, California
 Field trip February 21st
Cacti, Succulents, Orchids, Bromeliads, Tillandsias

Joe Abriz educationing 
us about orchid and 
tillandsia propagation

Pizza lunch provided by the club

Joe was so 
generous to do a 
raffle where 
everyone left with a 
pot or plant.
Thank you Joe!



                                                     CCSS 2024 Officers
   President                                       Treasurer                                           Director II, Education                   Website
   Linda Holub                       Chris Gailey                         Terry Wilson                     Tim Alvord
   
  1st VP, Programs                           Secretary                                          Scoop Editor                                   Librarian
   Donna Pachorek               Ryan Ripley                          Ann Hopkinson                 Glen Smith
  2nd VP, POM & Education           Director I, Membership                     Hospitality                                    Propagaton
   Kyle Williams                    Glen Smith                  Julie Cox & Liz Gollner               Terry Wilson  

  3rd VP. Special Events                  Assistant to Director I                       Drawing Coordinator                    Event Publicity        
   Lisa Gailey                        Pam Smith, Membership      Gerry Caruso                    Lisa Gailey O

Volunteering is necessary to the well-being of any club or organization.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society needs volunteers to keep the club going since the club is run exclusively 
through volunteer efforts. Volunteering allows you to connect to the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Community 

and help make a better club for all.

5 personal benefits of volunteering 

                                                                1) Gaining new skills
                                                                2) Making new friends
                                                                3) Mental and physical health and well-being
                                                                4) Giving something back
                                                                5) Improving your confidence

Please contact Linda Holub cactuscougar@icloud.com 
or Ann Hopkinson HopkinsonAC04@gmail.com

Refreshments 2024

March 2024 - members whose last names begin with E and F, please bring refreshments to share with the club.

In every monthly newsletter there will be a posting on who’s turn it is to bring refreshments. We go alphabetically by last name.

Thank you for your participation by bringing in refreshments!

Even if it is not your month to contribute feel free to bring snacks anytime.



FREEBIE Table - Etiquette

The freebie table is a popular part of our monthly meetings and we want to continue sharing our cuttings.

We are lucky to have such a nice room for our meetings. We need to endeavor to keep it clean and tidy.

* If you bring plants for the freebie table and no one takes them, PLEASE take them home.

* There are no trash cans available for plant material, especially spiny and thorny cuttings.

* Clean your cuttings before bringing them in for the freebie table. Wash off any dirt or dead leaves.

* If we all follow this simple etiquette, the freebie table cleanup will not be left to other members.

* Be courteous to others bring in clean plants and take home all the plants you bring. 

Please don’t miss out! Renew your CCSS Membership today.

After April 1st, we will remove non-renewing members from our roster and 
club emaling list. Thank you!



Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.

Plant of the Month 2024    

                                               Cactus              Succulent

January      Echinocactus/Ferocactus              Gasteria

February      Columnar Cacti              Aloe

March      Astrophytum                Tylecodon

April      Gymnocalycium              Mesembs

May      Copiapoa              Adenia

June      Eriosyce              Pachypodium

July      Parodia                           Senecio

August                   Mammillaria                                        Euphorbia

September     Variegates             Variegates

October     Echinopsis             Sansevieria

November     Crested/Monstrose                 Crested/Monstrose







                CCSS PLANT OF THE MONTH (POM)   February, 2024

Cactus - Columnar Cactus
Novice:
1st Cephalocereus senilis  Faith Mori 
2nd Myrtillocactus x Gymnocalycium   Chimera  Chris Biehl
3rd Lophocereus schottii  monstrous                 Jonathon Zhu

Intermediate:
1st Oreocereus trollii Susan Krevitt
2nd Parodia leninghausii Cheryl Norris
3rd Cereus tetragonus Cheryl Norris

Advanced: 
1st Echinopsis sp. Ann Hopkinson
2nd Oreocereus sp. Linda Holub
3rd Thelocactus macdowellii Linda Holub

Succulents - Aloe
Novice:
1st Aloe ramosissima Chris Biehl
2nd Aloe  sp. Variegated Debby Doolittle
3rd Aloe ‘Pink Blush’  Faith Mori

Intermediate:
1st Aloe  sp. Variegated Cheryl Norris
2nd Aloe x ‘Oik’ ’ Susan Krevitt
3rd Aloe sp’ Lisa Gailey
HM Aloe polyphylla Yuen Wong

Advanced:
1st Aloe aristata Ann Hopkinson
2nd Aloe x ‘Sean’s Red’ Linda Holub
3rd Aloe x ‘Secret Agent’ Bryan Chan

In spite of the rain, we had an excellent showing for the February 
POM display. There were 12 Novice, 18 Intermediate, and 12 
Advance entries for a total of 42 plants.  Congratulations to the 
winners and thank you to all who participated.
POM is one of the educational segments of our club meetings.  The 
POM mini show allows the membership to become better acquainted 
with the different succulent plant genera and how to effectively care 
for and stage them.  Get involved and enter your plants.



February Novice, Intermediate, Advanced Succulent - Aloe

Faith Mori
3rd Place Novice
Aloe ‘Pink Blush’

Debby Doolittle
2nd Place Novice
Aloe sp. variegated

Chris Biehl
1st Place 
Novice
Aloe 
ramosissima

Lisa Gailey
3rd Place Intermediate
Aloe sp

Susan Krevitt
2nd Place Intermediate
Aloe ‘Oik’

Chery Norris
1st Place 
Intermediate
Aloe variegata

YuenWong
HM 
Intermediate
Aloe 
polyphylla

Bryan Chan
3rd Place Advanced
Aloe x ‘Secret Agent’

Linda Holub
2nd Place Advanced
Aloe x ‘Sean’s Red’

Ann Hopkinson
1st Place Advanced
Aloe aristata



    February Novice, Intermediate, Advanced Cactus - Columnar
Jonathon Zhu
3rd Place Novice
Lophocereus schottii monstrose

Chris Biehl
2ndPlace Novice
Myrtillocactus x 
Gymnocalycium 
chimera

Faith Mori
1st Place Novice
Cephalocereus 
senilis

Cheryl Norris
3rd Place Intermediate
Cereus tetragonus

Cheryl Norris
2nd Place 
Intermediate
Parodia 
leninghausii

Susan 
Krevitt
1st Place 
Intermediate
Oreocereus 
trollii

Linda Holub
3rd Place Advanced
Thelocactus macdowellii

Linda Holub
2nd Place Advanced
Oreocereus sp.

Ann Hopkinson
1st Place Advanced
Seed Grown
Echinopsis sp.







The above is a visual representation of the trend in number of plants seized by law enforcement in the
Western Cape region of South Africa. By Paul Gildenhuys, CapeNature. Used with permission.
Many of the plants we love are in for a rough time. The cactus family is one of the most threatened groups, as 416 cactus species (31%) are 
considered threatened by the IUCN as of 2015. The most significant threats are habitat destruction, collection, and climate change. A 2022 study in 
Nature Plants, with conservation committee member Michiel Pillet as lead author, predicts that 60% to 90% of cactus species will be negatively 
impacted by these threats in the future. 

The succulent side of our hobby is also under increasing risk. Karel Du Toit, law enforcement officer in Namaqualand, South Africa: “Since May 
2019, we have confiscated a total of 407,244 plants, which we keep at four nurseries. Of those, 371,812 are in the genus Conophytum.” (For more 
on the alarming situation in South Africa, see the interview with Du Toit in this issue of the Journal). Realizing that the number of plants successfully 
poached far exceeds the number of plants seized, the magnitude of the problem becomes apparent.

All Conophytum species are now threatened, which is reflected in the IUCN Red List for Conophytum, updated in 2020/2021 to reflect the increasing 
wave of poaching (iucnredlist.org). Moreover, poaching does not exist in a vacuum. Its impact adds to the dangers caused by climate change and 
development. 

Although it is certainly easy enough to dwell on doom and gloom threatening the plants we love, it would mistake to do so. Hand wringing does 
nothing to protect the plants we love. After acknowledging the nature and complexity of the problems, concerted effort is required. The Conservation 
Committee has written a new initiative, listing its goals and actions. Focusing on education, we will use all of our forums, including the Cactus and 
Succulent Journal, To The Point, Haseltonia, webinars, and our biennial Conventions to raise awareness of the importance of plant conservation. 
Funding the printing of Stefan Burger’s chart on how to know if a plant was habitat collected and the inclusion of the chart with the Journal is just 
one of our projects. Featured in this issue of the Journal are several conservation and research projects that the CSSA has funded, thanks to the 
generous and essential support of the membership. 

The conservation committee is also networking with similar committees from several European cactus and succulent organizations in an effort to 
coordinate and cooperate on conservation issues. 

Ultimately, cactus and succulent conservation is a complex set of international problems. The Conservation Initiative, Goals and Actions states: 

Conservation Initiative Goals and Actions 
Promote preservation in habitat and cultivation through conservation efforts
Establish guidelines and best practices for ethical seed collection and distribution 
Encourage and expand seed distribution networks 
Strengthen alliances with like-minded organizations focused on biodiversity and plant conservation 
Facilitate knowledge exchange and resource sharing among researchers, horticulturists, and conservationists 
Foster educational programs to raise awareness on the importance of plant conservation 
Encourage citizen science initiatives to involve the public in conservation efforts 
Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of conservation projects to ensure ongoing improvement 
See ongoing projects as described in this issue of the Journal 

In addition, the members of the conservation committee drafted this statement on seed collection and cultivation: 

Present-day poaching, as well as climate change, and habitat destruction are of principal concern wherever rare species of cacti and other 
succulent plants are found. International trade restrictions pertaining to endangered species were primarily designed to protect animals. However, 
plants produced by seed in cultivation have no impact on wild populations and are significantly different from animal offspring. Indeed, the 
availability and free exchange of seeds can lessen the pressure on populations of rare species of cacti and succulents and their habitats. 

Therefore, the conservation committee of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America proposes lifting existing international import/export 
restrictions on cactus and succulent seed produced in cultivation.

Why Conservation?
 A statement on behalf of the CSSA Conservation Committee. Reprinted 
from the Cactus & Succulent Journal - Fall 2024 Conservation Special 
Issue.
Irwin LightstoneIRWIN LIGHTSTONE2023-09-01C&S JOURNAL, 
CONSERVATION


